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Research Article
Dual in Arabic and the challenges facing its non-native learners

Azizah Saleh Saeed Bin Saddiq
Master’s student, Taif University, Saudi Arabia.
dre3m.sa@hotmail.com

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the similarities and differences between Arabic and English in the dual
rules, with an introduction to the grammatical system of the dual in Arabic and English, and to show
the best ways to teach the dual rules in Arabic to non-native speakers, in addition to knowing the
origin of the hypothesis of contrastive analysis. The researcher relied on the contrastive analysis
method to achieve the objectives of the study and reach the results. The study concluded that the
Arabic language preserved the dual as a linguistic material that distinguishes it from other global and
ancient languages, and the Arabic language also has special marks for the dual: alif and nun in the
nominative case and ya and nun in the accusative and genitive cases. The results of the study also
confirmed that non-native learners of Arabic resort to some methods to escape errors such as
avoidance, facilitation, simplification, and the use of ready-made patterns. The researcher
recommended the importance of using contrastive analysis in teaching Arabic to non-native
speakers, as it helps in revealing the aspects of difficulty and errors that haunt them in their
educational stages.
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