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Research Article

The Impact of Technology on the Decline of Foundational Arabic Handwriting Skills:

An Applied Study
Tahani Mohamed Khan
Farida Fahd Ashour
Fawzy Metwally

The Arabic Language Institute for Speakers of Other Languages, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
Abstract:

This study examines the impact of modern technology on the decline of foundational Arabic
handwriting skills, particularly in Ruq'ah and Naskh scripts. The researchers employed both
descriptive and analytical methods, alongside an applied study conducted on a random sample of
female students at King Abdulaziz University. Findings reveal a noticeable weakness in handwriting
proficiency due to increasing reliance on digital writing tools, such as Microsoft Word, leading to
reduced manual practice, confusion between scripts, and improper letter and diacritic formation. The
study recommends reinforcing manual Arabic handwriting practice within educational settings and
expanding research samples to include various educational levels in order to mitigate the negative
effects of technology on core Arabic calligraphy skills.
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