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A Comparative Study Between the Common European Framework for Language Teaching
and the Arab Framework for Teaching Arabic as a Second Language
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The Arabic Language Institute for Speakers of Other Languages, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
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Abstract:

Language reference frameworks have become integral to language education programs, particularly
following the introduction of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR), which has significantly influenced the teaching of European languages and other languages.
In 2023, the Reference Framework for Teaching Arabic to Speakers of Other Languages (Imtaa) was
launched, prompting a comparative study to identify similarities and differences between the two
frameworks. Using a descriptive comparative method, the study found that both frameworks have
several features in common: they are based on earlier models and experiences, were reviewed by
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experts and discussed in workshops before being used, use the communicative approach, focus on
educational goals, and highlight the importance of assessing teaching and learning. However,
differences were noted in their origins, the classification of language proficiency levels, and the
extent to which technology is integrated into the educational process. The study concludes with
recommendations to support efforts aimed at establishing a unified reference framework for teaching
Arabic to non-native speakers, encourage collaboration among experts from various Arab countries
to develop a common Arabic framework, and continue reviewing and enhancing the Imtaa
framework to achieve optimal outcomes.

Keywords: Reference frameworks, language proficiency, language teaching.
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